How can this group support you in prayer this coming week?

To become a part of a relational environment (small group, mentoring, micro group,

etc.), please contact Tony Catudal at 925-474-9410 or tcatudal@vcclive.org.
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The cross and the wisdom of men

The cross and the wisdom of God

The cross and the power of God



|— . 4, Read Colossians 4:2-6. Compare and contrast being clever with being clear. What is
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Overview
5. What are some of the ways churches use human ingenuity and methods to

Having called the Corinthians out of their conflicts to be united around the gospel of communicate God's message? Why do you think this is such a temptation?

the cross, Paul reminds them that God's wisdom, the wisdom of the cross, will be con-
founding to people rooted in the wisdom of this world. Both Jew and Gentile will find
the cross offensive, failing to see how it reveals God's saving power. For the called, the
believing, the cross is the place where they find what true life and being fully redeemed
are all about. Because of this we, who are called to proclaim the message of the cross,

must never let human ingenuity and methods get in the way of the power of the cross. Engaging with our lives
About this lesson: The study guide for this message is structured to focus more on 1. Read verse 1:26. Describe the kind of person you were when you were called by
personal application through the engaging with our lives section. the Lord. Were you successful and with some notoriety? Or were you unsuccessful
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Engaging with each other and feeling “less than?
1. Share about a time when you did something that was foolish. Why did it seem like

a good idea at the time?

Engaging with the Bible 2. How might your life illustrate the principle Paul writes about in 1 Corinthians 1:27?
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5. What makes the cross foolish to some people and
powerful to others?

3. How have you personally struggled with using human ingenuity and methods to
share your faith?
2. Inwhat ways does the cross destroy the wisdom of the wise?

4. How does Paul’s testimony in this passage encourage you to be more faithful in
3. Whatis the core difference in what is valued in the wisdom of this world versus sharing your faith with others? What is the role of the Holy Spirit? (2:1-5)
God's wisdom?



